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Leelatai,
A divine mother

e Ms. Gauri Jain,
USA

January 10th 1991 was the day I went to Krishna Kutir,
Poojya Tai's residence & Dear Krishna's temple for the first time in
my life. My parents had gone there before in 1987. But I had never
gone there myself. Up until that point I was dgnostic & had never
prayed really seriously to any deity. But I fell in love with Krishna
the minute I laid my eyes on Him in Badlapur.

Tai was standing near His statue, offering Him
flowers, talking to other devotees who had gathered there. People
were asking her questions & talking to her about their problems.
She would listen to everyone earnestly & then turn to His statue &
ask Him, "Krishna what do you think?". Then there would be
silence as she 'listened' to Him & in just a few seconds she would
turn back to the devotee who had posed the question & give
him/her an answer, whatever Krishna had suggested to her. No one
else could hear the conversation that took place between the two of
them, but there was something so indescribably genuine, simple,
transparent & warm about the whole experience that there was
never any reason to doubt the authenticity of it. The bond & love
that Tai shared with Krishna would melt anyone's heart.

Despite being so divinely gifted Tai was so humble,




simple & self effacing. Even more than her ability to communicate
with Krishna, it was her humility about it; which was her most
distinguishing trait. There was never even a hint of self righte-
ousness, narcissism, grandiosity displayed overtly or covertly. She
always behaved as if she was just one of us. She would listen
intently to all our ordinary joys & sorrows as if they were her own.
She would comfort you when you were distressed, be excited for
you when you achieved something great & pray for you when you
were sick or in crisis. She was kindness, compassion & love in it's
purest glory personified. She was the bridge over which so many
thousands of us walked over to find our own personal connection to
the divine. And she never complained about it. Instead she nursed
our feet as they bruised & ached, lifted us up when we fell and
showed us the way as we continued our journey.

Krishna had said that in this age of global chaos &
disharmony, individual prayers are not enough to sustain humanity.
The power of collective prayers is exponentially greater & is
urgently and desperately needed in this present time to save
humanity from calamities. He had said that if you plant the sapling
of Krishna Leela Center now & feed it with weekly 30 minute
group prayers, one day this sapling will become a mammoth tree,
under whose umbrella people can come to find refuge & peace. Tai
traveled all over the world tirelessly spreading Krishna's love &
His message. She established hundreds of Krishna Leela Centers
globally, as per Krishna's instructions. There was never a word of
complaint ever voiced about having to leave her own family behind
for months at a time & travel the world over. At times she would fast
for days even a whole week for global peace. And the amazing
thing is she used to look fresher & more energetic even after fasting
for days compared to her travel companions who ate every day.

On February 10th 2003, Tai left us all grieving as she
ended her journey in this world. So many of us felt like we had lost
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everything that day. Something so dear & so precious was taken
away from us. I cried almost the entire day after I heard the news. I
talked to several devotees that evening over the phone & everyone
was in a state of shock & mourning. Surprisingly despite all the
stress of the day, I felt extremely sleepy quite early in the night. I
fell asleep sometime around 10 PM that night. I was in deep sleep
somewhere between 12:30 & 1:30 AM, when I suddenly woke up
with a jolt. I opened my eyes & could not believe what I was seeing.
There were rays of bright silver light in my bedroom which
appeared to be coming from the bathroom door/window. I know for
a fact that there is no source of light outside that window which
could account for what I saw. It was also not moonlight, because it
was not diffuse, rather focussed. It resembled a beam of light that
one generally sees coming out of a projector. That source of light
was so illuminated that nothing else but just bright, dazzling light
could be seen there. All I could see was several sparkling silver
beams.

I was overwhelmed & scared both at the same time. I
closed my eyes & started praying to Krishna, "Krishna I know that
this is You & Tai, and You have come here to comfort me but I can't
take this light. Please take this light away." Having said that to
Krishna, I started praying, "Om Namo Bhagavate Vasudevay" over
& over again with my eyes tightly closed. It was the strangest state
of being I've ever experienced. My body was fully paralyzed as if I
was still in deep sleep and yet my mind was completely alert &
awake. As soon as I started praying to Krishna, another strange
thing happened. I started feeling currents of electricity going
through my whole body starting with my head going all the way
down to my toes while I continued to chat 'Om Namo Bhagavate
Vasudevay'. This whole experience lasted about 30 seconds to a
minute. When I finally opened my eyes after about 3-4 minutes, the
light was completely gone and the room looked just like it always
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does, dark with very minimal illumination. I stayed awake the rest
of night. I'm convinced that it was indeed Tai & Krishna who
blessed me & gave me a glimpse of His divine presence in it's most
luminous form with all it's glory. As if they were both saying that
even though Tai is no longer with us in her physical form, the
Parabrahma which is ageless, faceless & formless; which has
guided us through her for all these years is FOREVER with us.

Time is supposed to heal all wounds but her void will
never be filled. The memory of her kind, smiling face still haunts
us. And we yearn as we enter Krishna Kutir every time to see her
there standing in front of Krishna as she did for many years for all
ofus. Although that will never happen again, even in our sorrow we
take comfort in knowing that we have all been blessed to have
known her at all. Some of us got to know her more intimately &
longer than others. But even those of us who got to meet her just
briefly, or just once or twice, we are truly blessed. Death may have
taken her perishable human form away from us but nothing, not
even death can take her out of our hearts. Her memory & love is
imprinted on our soul forever. It is a bond that transcends life &
death.

May Tai & dearest Krishna bless us all always.
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