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"I MISS YOU TAI"

Dr. Pradnya Parulekar

I was asked to pen a few lines on Param Poojya Tai and all my
hidden feelings and emotions surfaced..... :

Param Poojya Leelatai Karve or our Tai as we all lovingly call
her is my All, She means everything to me. For me she is my beloved
Mother, my beloved Guru and my beloved Lord Krishna. While
writing this, my eyes have filled up automatically with tears as I
terribly miss her in person in my life. .. :

I first met Param Poojya Tai in my teens, at a very vulnerable
age, when my views on life had not yet been formed. For which I am
extremely grateful to The Divine. She was a simple; kind and ever
loving Mother to all that I fell in love with her at once. She subtly
guided me into my profession and career and whatever I am today is
all thanks to Her.

Looking back at my regular visits to Krishna Kutir and Tai, I
always marvel at the wonderful phenomenon that unfolded in front of
all of us devotees. The way Tai would converse with Sri Krishna and
Sri Krishna with Tai is indelibly ingrained in my mind, in my very
being! The transition right from Baby Krishna to Yogeshwar Krishna,
slowly unfolded in front of our eyes over the years.

Then suddenly She took Samadhi, without even a small
indication and I along with every other devotee was stunned, shell-
shocked. The only question that came to my mind was: Krishna what
doIdonow? How will I live? It was as if my whole Life-force had left
me. Initially I lived in a void. I only followed Krishna’s-Tai’s advise in
automation. Go to the Centre regularly once a week, offer daily Pooja




Seva to Krishna and do my duty lovingly and giving my hundred
percent, and of course cry internally, mourning my loss.

Slowly, very gradually, I calmed down. I started recollecting
various conversations with Tai, her various mannerisms when talking
with Krishna and her responses to devotees' questions. Her favorite
teaching to all — Chant “Om Namo Bhagawate Vasudevaya”
whenever possible without counting. .. I did just that, since there was
nothing else I could do. I left the counting to Krishna as she used to
say... Over the past years of consistently following her advice, I have
started experiencing a subtle change in myself... My thought process
itself has changed. .. Tai’s-Krishna’s words come to my mind afresh.
“Subtly/Unknowingly, you will experience the change in yourself” -
This promise given by Him to us is absolutely true!

I have started experiencing His presence in my everyday life;
have started experiencing His Love... As Krishna always said, “You
will find My presence in the happiness that you experience, in the
midst of My devotees, in the beautiful Nature surrounding you, in the
work that you do and the goals that you achieve keeping Me in mind.”
.....lam experiencing all that and more. . ..

My only regret is that I am not able to discuss all this with my
beloved Tai. I regret having asked her such foolish worldly questions
at that time, when she could answer me in person. I wish for a moment
she were here now in person to answer all the questions that I now
have in my mind! I can never say that she is not with me, for she is
definitely there with me as is Krishna in a more subtle form. Only I
cannot see Her, cannot hear Her talk, cannot touch Her.... I will
probably need many more years, may be many more births even to
attain That Unmanifest, to experience The Ultimate Bliss!

Krishna I am willing to wait. May Thy Will Be Done!

Sri Krishnarpanamastu!
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